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Tara Kirchharr, a freshman at Baldwin County High, talks to
Instructor Loretta Valgiusti, an lalian educator, using a videa and

audio exchange accessed online,

Students talk online with

others half a

» CantirLed from FPage 1
~The exchange is part of a
_'.reaerqu project for Mrs, Mar-
shall's class. They are studying
social systems and the cultural
patterns of Alabama. By contras(-
ing it with Italy, Mrs. Marshall.
hopes her students will get a bel-
ter perspective on how America
and Alnhama fit into a global so-
vial structure, -

The two schools also are ex-
changing three “eare packages”
filled  with items  indicative of
their culture and heritage. Mrs,

Marshall's box contains a holl of
cotton, books and other items
representative of Alabama's his-

“tory. The second parcel will con-
lain fvod products unique ta the
South, and the final mailing will

<have compact dises and musical
selections students enjoy.

. "They have McDonald's and a
lot of the same things we have
here, You never know what peo-
ple have on the other side of the
world, 30 it's neat to learn about
it by hearing it straight from
them,” Miss Dean said.

Sophomore Autherine Brown,

‘15, said American’s financial sta-
tus and home life revealed the
biggest difference in cultures.

“They think we're spoiled and
materialistic,” she said, *We all
have computers at home and ae-
cess to the [nternet whenever we
want, and they only have the

school computer, sa they think

we've gol more than they do,”
Students said they are leamn-

Ang algt by interacting with Fal-

lan - sludents online. Mrs.
‘Marshall is using the opportunity
to teach her kids some Ibalian,
oo, ;

LI learning  the most, 1

think.” Mrs. Marshall sald. "Tech-

nologv is trulv the most inoor-

world away

a success. Languate skills can't
hurt, though, I'm learnlng more
about both just by supervising
thls profect.” :

Mrs, Marshall said the pie-
tures emailed to her students
trom Italy were breath-taking:
"It's just ke getting a postcard.
It's a picture-perfect place.”

“In response. she plans to e-
mail pictures of the heaches of
Guli Shores. ; .

Bath parties hope for more
student interaction in the luture.
As principal Francesco Cascone
of Naly said, Tt is so good to be
talking fo you.”

" Caseone does not speak much
English, but he did set the scene
for his lsteners hall a world
away. 25 3
© "Ivs getting dark here, and it
is rainih%_." he said to Mrs, Mar-
shall's 1l a.m. class, There Is a
seven-hour time difference be-
tween the two countries, and the
Ikalian teachers staved late to ace
commodate Mra. Marshall's class
schedule.

“We've been invited Lo laly,
but that would be a litthe hard to
do," Mrs, Marshall said, opti-
mistic about continued interac-
tlon with the Institute in future
years, .
Mrs. Marshall has taught at
Baldwin County High School for
five years, She is also co-sponsor
for the Chess Club, apd adviser
far Model United Nations and the
literary magazine. Eibi

C'Mrs. Marshall fias done a
reat job with this project;” sald

eshman Tara Kirchbarr. “Every-
one tries to det into Mrs, Mar-
shall’s classes hécause we Know
she's golng to keep us thinking
and - have something  dilferent



